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DEMONS 
 

What are demons? 
 

 The word “demon” is synonymous with “devil” (KJV) 

 

 Demons are spirits… 

 

That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and 

healed all who were sick. 

Matthew 8:16 

 

 Demons are unclean spirits… 

 

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their 

midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is 

this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 

Luke 4:35-36 

 

 Demons are evil spirits… 

 

Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of 

God. And the twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, 

called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out… 

Luke 8:1-2 

 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 6:12 

 

 Demons are powerful spirits… 

 

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 

spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva 

were doing this. But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” And the 

man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of 

that house naked and wounded. 

Acts 19:13-16 

 

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, 

immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no one 

could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he 

wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 

Mark 5:1-4 

 

 Demons are limited spirits… 

 

 They are limited in power. 

 

And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the 

demons to speak, because they knew him. 

Mark 1:34 
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 They are limited in space. 

 

When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but finds 

none. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house empty, 

swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and 

dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the first. So also will it be with this evil generation. 

Matthew 12:43-45 

 

Where did demons come from? 
 

 They were created… 

 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

Colossians 1:16 

 

 They were angels who sinned… 

 

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought 

back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown 

down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down 

to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

Revelation 12:7-9 

 

 Myths about demons… 

 

 They are the disembodied spirits of a pre-Adamic race (Gap theory) 

 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 

over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

Genesis 1:1-2 

 

I looked on the earth, and behold, it was without form and void;  

and to the heavens, and they had no light. 

Jeremiah 4:23 

 

 They are the offspring of angels and humans (Nephilim) 

 

When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the 

daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. Then the LORD said, “My Spirit 

shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” The Nephilim were on the earth in those 

days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. 

These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown. 

Genesis 6:1-4 

 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy 

darkness to be kept until the judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of 

righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; if by turning the cities of 

Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to 

happen to the ungodly and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for 

as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds 

that he saw and heard); then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to keep the unrighteous under 

punishment until the day of judgment… 

2 Peter 2:4-8 
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How many demons are there? 

 

 Thousands… 

 

Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us 

enter them.” So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, 

numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea. 

Mark 5:11-13 

 

 1/3 of the angels… 

 

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads 

seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. 

Revealtion 12:3-4 

 

How do demons relate to God? 
 

 They know who God is… 

 

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

James 2:19 

 

 They know who Jesus is… 

 

And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 

Mark 3:11 

 

And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow 

them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ. 

Luke 4:41 

 

 They are subject to God’s power… 

 

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in 

eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day—  

Jude 6 

 

 They are servants of God’s plan… 

 

And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of 

heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; and the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he 

may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one thing, and another said another. Then a spirit came 

forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ And 

he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice 

him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’ Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth 

of all these your prophets; the LORD has declared disaster for you.” 

1 Kings 22:19-23 

 

 They deliver God’s punishment… 

 

Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. 

1 Samuel 16:14 
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 They will be punished by God… 

 

And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, 

coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have you 

to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” 

Matthew 8:28-29 

 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before 

him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 

 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels. 

Matthew 25:31-33, 41 

 

How do demons relate to unbelievers? 
 

 They deceive them by producing false religions and cults… 

 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful 

spirits and teachings of demons.... 

1 Timothy 4:1 

 

 They doom them by becoming false gods and deities… 

 

They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods;  

with abominations they provoked him to anger. 

They sacrificed to demons that were no gods,  

to gods they had never known, 

to new gods that had come recently, 

whom your fathers had never dreaded. 

Deuteronomy 32:16-17  

 

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give 

up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear 

or walk… 

Revelation 9:20 

 

 They torment them through demonic oppression… 

 

 Sickness and disease 

 

And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, said, “Lord, have mercy on my 

son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I 

brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted 

generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus 

rebuked the demon and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 

Matthew 17:14-18 

 

 Physical handicaps and disabilities 

 

As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought to him. And when the demon 

had been cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in 

Israel.” 

Matthew 9:32-33 
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Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man 

spoke and saw. 

Matthew 12:22 

 

Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had had a 

disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. When Jesus saw her, he 

called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” And he laid his hands on her, and 

immediately she was made straight, and she glorified God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus 

had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on those 

days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of 

you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it? And ought not this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath 

day?” 

Luke 13:10-16 

 

 Mental illnesses 

 

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, 

immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.  

 

Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 

 

And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed 

and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 

Mark 5:1-2, 5, 15 

 

How do demons relate to believers? 
 

 They remind us of the power of God… 

 

But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

Luke 11:20 

 

That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and 

healed all who were sick. 

Matthew 8:16 

 

 They warn us of the danger of false doctrine… 

 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful 

spirits and teachings of demons.... 

1 Timothy 4:1 

 

 They are examples of the depths of God’s mercy to us… 

 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy 

darkness to be kept until the judgment… 

2 Peter 2:4 


